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Appendix A: Design Code Assessment Matrix

The Assessment Matrix has been 
developed by WNDC and Alan Baxter 
& Associates LLP as a transparent tool 
to assess Design Codes. This provides a 
standard framework for assessment and 
also allows for the facilitating of a swift 
and iterative assessment process.
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West Northamptonshire 
Development Corporation  
Consultation Summary
Savills April 2009 
Consultation Report

Contents

1 Background

2 Approach to Engagement

3 The Design Workshops

4 Manual for design Codes – Overview

5 Design Code and Design & Access    
Assessment Matrices – Overview

6 Outputs

1.0 Background
1.1 West Northamptonshire Development Corporation 
(WNDC) have commissioned Alan Baxter & Associates 
and Savills to prepare a Manual for Design Codes, the 
purpose of which is to ensure high quality development 
throughout West Northamptonshire and to provide 
speed, clarity and transparency in the decision making 
process, particularly in the quality of Design Codes 
submitted in support of major planning applications.

1.2 As part of this process it is essential that appropriate 
consultation is undertaken with stakeholders to give 
the Manual weight in the decision making process and 
to add to the legitimacy of the Manual. Community 
engagement is an integral part of the project and has 
informed and shaped the eventual form and content 
of the Design Codes Manual to which developers and 
WNDC will have regard when formulating or assessing 
major development proposals.

1.3 In addition to the Design Codes Manual, WNDC took 
the opportunity of consulting on a proposed matrix for 
the assessment of Design and Access Statements. For the 
sake of completeness, comments raised in respect of the 
proposed matrix are recorded and summarised in this 
report.

2.0 Approach to Engagement
2.1 As advised in the DCLG document  ‘Design Codes – A 
Practice Manual’, community engagement should be 
focussed on those stakeholders who are appropriate to 
the process. Consequently, stakeholder consultation has 
been undertaken in two forms;

·  Electronic Consultation with Stakeholders requesting 
written comments;

·  A press release outlining the project and welcoming 
participation;

·  A series of Workshops held at WNDC Offices for key 
stakeholders on 24th April 2008, 27th June 2008 and 28th 
January 2009 with the opportunity of further comments 
being made following each event.

·  All key documents were published on the Corporation’s 
website allowing access to information and again inviting 
comments – these comprised the ‘Stage One’ Report 
together with a summary of consultation responses 
along with the draft Section 3 – Submission requirements 
for design Codes and draft Section 4 Guidance: 
Movement Principles and Sustainability. (As a result 
of comments received these Sections have now been 
merged into one Section). 

In considering  who to consult, it was decided that 
those most likely to be involved in the preparation and/
or assessment of Design Codes in partnership with the 
Corporation to be the most relevant together with those 
organisations who would have a significant input to the 
eventual content and form of the Manual.
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3.0 The Design Workshops
3.1 All three workshops were well attended by a broad 
spectrum from both the public, private and voluntary 
sectors. The workshops were held at WNDC’s offices 
and were intended as an interactive process to enable 
participants to openly comment on the draft documents 
and to help inform the structure and content of the 
finished Manual.  In addition, a context appraisal of West 
Northamptonshire was presented and an opportunity for 
comments was given. 

3.2 Whilst comments received during the workshops and 
from subsequent written responses are inevitably varied, 
an overall consensus can be identified from attendees. 
Concerns were generally targeted towards the level of 
prescription that may arise, the need for clear yet concise 
guidance and specifically concerns over how the Manual 
would be used by different Councils or Planning Officers. 

4.0 Manual for Design Codes
4.1 Design Codes were regarded by most participants 
as one of the many tools available to help create high 
quality sustainable environments which are clearly 
endorsed by Central Government. However, Design 
Codes are no guarantee against mediocrity and some 
house builders will consider a Design Code to be the 
lowest common denominator. Furthermore, Planners 
must be aware of the fact that Design Codes do not 
ensure quality in themselves and there is a concern 
that the exercise will simply become a further  ‘tick box ‘ 
exercise.  

    

4.2 The Manual should not be too prescriptive and should 
not stifle creativity. Design Codes should state the key 
fixes and can highlight opportunities to ‘knit’ places 
together and examples of successful schemes/best 
practice was considered essential.

4.3 With regard to the context appraisal of West 
Northamptonshire, comments received confirmed that 
this was an extremely useful exercise although again, 
it is essential that creativity was not stifled through 
unnecessary intervention. Furthermore, meeting the 
needs of the Code for Sustainable Homes (CSH) together 
with aspirations for producing contemporary designs 
reflecting the architecture of the 21st Century should not 
be precluded.

4.4 Issues of accessibility and connectivity were raised 
which cause particular difficulties in Towcester owing 
to the dominance of traffic and the lack of permeability. 
In addition, concerns over identifying the character of 
Daventry were discussed having regard to the lack of 
a coherent design and the large amount of ‘overspill’ 
housing erected in the 1960’s and 1970’s.

4.5 The problem of tackling climate change was 
highlighted together with the need for meeting the 
requirements of the Code for Sustainable Homes (CSH). 
Meeting the increasing levels of the CSH did not mean 
sacrificing good design rather a better understanding 
would be required of the key requirements for energy 
efficiency together with a move towards more 
sustainable forms of energy production.

5.0 Design Code and Design & Access 
Assessment Matrices

Overview
5.1 The majority of comments received during the 
first workshop related to the proposed Design and 
Access Statement assessment matrix. Whilst in general 
terms the Matrix was seen as a positive thing, almost 
without exception concerns were expressed over the 
level of detail/level of prescription, excessive nature of 
the questions, potential duplication and complexity. 
Although well meaning, there was perceived to be 
a danger that they would become another level of 
bureaucracy and attempt to introduce a higher level 
of control than house builders consider necessary or 
appropriate. It must not be forgotten that the emphasis 
should also be on providing homes on the ground and 
therefore a difficult balance needed to strike. There was 
thought to be considerable scope for simplification 
which would result in more manageable and meaningful 
tools. E.g. there is no differentiation between outline and 
full applications. 

5.2 Emphasis should be upon the outcome rather than 
the process and therefore the structure of the document 
was not considered to be overly important. In addition, 
there were concerns that duplication would occur with 
information being produced in Section 106 Agreements, 
Daventry Design Codes or other documents. 
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5.3 Questions within the matrices were generally too 
vague and perhaps needed to be prefixed with “To what 
extent ………” rather than encouraging a simple yes or 
no answer.

5.4 Scoring and weighting of the sections within the 
matrices were seen to be unnecessary and caution 
was urged to this approach. Rightly or wrongly, the 
impression was that WNDC are driven to score, calibrate 
and quantify everything to try and bring objectivity to 
everything. Serious reservations were raised over this and 
testing of this approach would be welcomed. There was 
a view that that different scoring/weighting to various 
factors would arise to the detriment of consistency and 
creativity.

5.5 The timing and potential delays to current 
applications was also raised which was of concern to 
some respondents.

6.0 Outputs
6.1 Event attendance was higher than expected at 
all workshops, with a diverse mix of private, public 
and voluntary sector participants. The first workshop 
enabled the project to be explained and an overview 
of Design Codes was explained along with a synopsis 

of current guidance and best practice examples. As 
explained above, the opportunity was given for feedback 
to be relayed both during and after the workshops. 
Furthermore, information was provided on the WNDC 
website throughout the duration of the project.

6.2 As a result of each stage of consultation 
the Design Code Manual has evolved and 
changed in response to the comments received.                                                             
This is evidenced by the following:

·   A rationalisation of Information resulting in a more 
streamlined document through the merger of draft 
Sections 3 & 4.

·   Any easier to navigate document by the introduction 
of colour coded sections and summary boxes which 
are easier and simpler to understand;

·   A greater emphasis on flexibility and enabling 
creativity by avoiding prescriptive and overly detailed 
requirements whilst retaining the overall objective of 
ensuring design codes are sufficiently comprehensive 
and robust and that as a result, well designed and 
sustainable developments are achieved;

·   The potential repetition between a design code and 
a design and access statement has been carefully 
considered and the Design Code Manual edited 
accordingly;

·   The section on sustainability is more graphic and 
easier to understand through the use of diagrams 
rather than simply text;

·   Reference to biodiversity has been strengthened 
although the potential overlap with design and 
access statements has been considered.

6.3 Overall the consultation exercise has been focussed 
and well attended. Participants were able to make 
constructive and well informed comments which have 
been carefully assessed and where possible incorporated 
into the final documents. There was widespread 
support for the Manual for Design Codes despite initial 
concerns of a too prescriptive and complex document. 
The resulting Manual is more streamlined and flexible 
resulting in a robust document. In addition, the revised 
Manual allows for creativity and innovation without 
detracting from the original intention of ensuring high 
quality development which responds appropriately to 
the local distinctiveness of West Northamptonshire and 
providing greater speed, clarity and transparency of 
decision making.
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West Northamptonshire 
Development Corporation
Draft Manual for Design Guides
Workshop 1

Location  West Northamptonshire Development Corporation 
Offices

Time  9.30am to 5pm       
Date  24 April  2008 

Organisers and Presenters
Eric Owens, WNDC       
Bernadette Owens, WNDC 
Deborah Evans, WNDC 
Vivek Nanda, Alan Baxter and Associates LLP 
Adina Bisek, Alan Baxter and Associates LLP    
Karl Craddick, Savills 
David Jobbins, Savills 

No Item Led By Time Duration

1 Meet at room for workshop; 
Registration & refreshments

All 9.30 30 mins

2 Introductions and purpose of 
Workshop

ABA/Savills 10.00 15 mins

3 Master Plans and Design 
Codes  ~ why a Manual for 
Design Codes 

ABA 10.15 1 hour

4 Comments/Discussion ABA/Savills 11:15 15 mins

Tea/Coffee Break All 11.30 15 mins

5 The history, evolution and 
characterisation of Daventry, 
Towcester & Northampton

ABA/Savills 11.45 15 mins

6 Recent Examples of Design 
Codes inc Upton 

ABA 12:00  15 mins

7 Design Code Assessment 
Matrix  

ABA 12:15 30 mins

Lunch  All 12:45  1 hour

8 Focus Groups: 
Daventry 
Towcester 
Northampton

ABA/Savills 13:45 30 mins

9 Discussion of Issues: 
Appreciation of Context  
& Biodiversity 
Poor Design? 
Traditional Vs Contemporary? 
Highways – Manual for Streets 
Energy Efficiency – CFSH/
BREEAM 
Other?

ABA/Savills 14:15 45 mins

Tea/Coffee Break All 15:00 15 mins

10 The Next Steps…… ABA/Savills 15:15 15 mins

11 Questions & Conclusion All 15:30 30 mins

Workshop 1 Agenda
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West Northamptonshire 
Development Corporation  
Summary of Consultation 
Responses
Savills May 2008

Client  West Northamptonshire Development Corporation

Project  Manual for Design Codes & Assessment Matrices

Title  Summary of Consultation Responses  

Job Number  WIPL 153154

Prepared by  David Jobbins     

Date  27/05/2008

Organisation Summary of Comments Response
Daventry District Council The D & A Matrix is incredibly detailed and is believed to be too 

comprehensive. Further consideration is required to ensure that 
where issues can be simplified, refined and combined, that they 
are, as the current level of detail is not necessary and will be time 
consuming and over-onerous to developer or assessor

The matrix has been simplified with 5 – 7 questions per section. 
Duplication of questions has been removed and questions have 
been combined. A certain level of complexity will remain, as the 
schemes being assessed are complex

Northamptonshire  
Fire & Rescue Service

Require adequate fire hydrant  provision in any new residential 
development

A detailed point which will be considered through building 
regulations

Ensure access routes within any new development provide 
adequate emergency appliance access

For consideration by the Highways Authority and designer 
having regard to Manual for Streets. However, consideration of 
emergency services and access is an important point

Ensure that in terms of designing parking provision for new 
development, safe and sensible access is achievable for fire 
appliances

See above

To promote safety and to reduce the opportunity for arson 
consider the incorporation of the following into any new 
residential development:
· smoke extraction systems 
· installation of fire detection systems 
· installation of residential sprinkler systems 
· open space barriers 
· installation of security, lighting and surveillance systems
· adequate waste management systems

Detailed points the majority of which will be considered by 
Building Regulations.
A waste management strategy is an important element of both 
sustainability and good planning practice

The Wildlife Trust 
for Bedfordshire, 
Cambridgeshire, 
Northamptonshire  
& Peterborough

Movement routes and networks must be considered in terms of 
biodiversity and living landscapes in relation to the principles of 
Green Infrastructure

Accepted

An additional suite of questions should be included to reflect the 
need to adapt to climate change through the provision of Green 
Infrastructure in new developments 

Reference to sustainable development and biodiversity are 
important considerations which warrant proper consideration 
and are to be referred to within the matrices and proposed 
manual for design codes

Ecology of Brownfield sites must be considered Agreed – see above

New development should contribute to the targets for habitat 
maintenance, restoration and creation as set out in the 
Northamptonshire Biodiversity Action Plan

Agreed although the degree to which development contributes 
will vary depending on the impact of the development 
concerned
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In terms of landscaping for new developments it is important not 
to introduce non-native or invasive species into either terrestrial 
or aquatic environments

Will be considered as part of the landscape Strategy

Northamptonshire  
County Council  

Design Codes should be outcome rather than process driven Agreed but the process can be made more transparent and 
effective through the use of matrices and the proposed manual 
which will improve outcomes

Account should be taken on how new development relates to 
existing communities

Agreed

Walking and cycling isochrones need to be based on actual 
distance/time to walk/cycle rather than “as the crow flies”

Agreed

Northamptonshire Police There should be an appropriate reference to Safer Places (ODPM 
2004) which is the companion guide to PPS1

Agreed

Secured by Design and Safer Parking Award should be shown as 
exemplars
 

Agreed

The Code for Sustainable Homes with an indication of a 
minimum level 3 standard should include security elements

Crime and security are important considerations which will be 
balanced against other matters such as permeability of design, 
passive surveillance and appropriate landscaping

Prologis Development Ltd Amount of detail referred to in respect of the Design Codes is not 
considered necessary for the majority of applications

Design Code matrix will be simplified

List of questions is excessive and even for large scale 
developments, would benefit from being simplified

The D & A (now masterplan) matrix has been simplified with 4 – 
7 questions per section. Some questions have been combined

There is a large degree of overlap between the material 
contained in the Design Codes and the Design and Access 
Statements and the other material required to support large 
scale applications

The D & A matrix has evolved to become the masterplan 
assessment matrix. Overlap and duplication between the two 
will be removed

There is a sense that what is being scored is the quality of the 
document rather than the quality or design of the development

The D & A matrix has evolved to become the masterplan 
assessment matrix. It assesses the masterplan rather than the 
document(s)

Summary of Comments  Organisation Response
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Croudace Strategic Ltd There is a considerable scope for simplification which would 
result in much more manageable and useful tools. 

The matrix has been simplified with 4 – 7 questions per section. 
Duplication of questions has been removed and some questions 
have been combined

Level of prescription is daunting and there is no distinction 
between the different levels of assessment required in respect of 
detailed and outline proposals

The questions serve as a guide to the assessor and a level of 
flexibility will be allowed in accordance with the demands of 
each site/scheme.

Essential that flexibility is applied in accordance with the 
demands of each individual case

Agreed

Kember London Williams Ltd Concerns over the complexity of the matrices and in particular 
the level of detail. The level of detail and scope of questions is 
excessive and there appears to be duplication across the two 
matrices

The D & A (now masterplan) matrix has been simplified with 
4 – 7 questions per section. Duplication of questions has been 
removed and some questions have been combined

For the process of both scoring and the weighting of these 
scores there must be consistent assessment

The weighting will be on the comments received on each 
section rather than the scoring

Danetree Village 
Consortium

The matrices are too long and are too detailed The D & A (now masterplan) matrix has been simplified with 
4 – 7 questions per section. The Design Code matrix will also be 
simplified

The level of information required is not necessary to make a 
decision on a planning application 

The matrices and proposed manual are intended to improve 
both the decision making process and the quality of the 
resulting development

The matrices should not become, by default duplicate 
application compliance documents 

Agreed

The identification of specific materials is unnecessary and should 
be expected only as part of a fully detailed scheme

An indication of the type and colour of materials should be 
included as part of any submission. It is agreed that in the case 
of outline applications there will not be a requirement to specify  
actual brick, roofing tile or surfacing samples but an indication of 
the type of external materials is not onerous or unreasonable

The Design Code matrix is very similar in structure and content 
to the Design and Access Statement matrix which is an error. 
Design & Access Statements and Design Codes are two very 
different documents

The D & A matrix has evolved to become the Masterplan 
Assessment Matrix. Overlap and duplication between the two 
matrices will be removed

Summary of Comments  Organisation Response
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A Design Code should not be required as part of an outline 
planning application or to sit alongside a Design & Access 
Statement but should follow it as an approved document
 

Agreed in the majority of cases

Design & Access Statements cannot always identify S106 
obligations and how they can be delivered. This can be done 
elsewhere

Agreed

Different levels and details of information will be required for 
both outline and reserved matters applications

Agreed

English Heritage – Ann 
Plackett  

Characterisation is an important tool in defining the historic 
character/local distinctiveness of the place. This does not 
mean that new development should be a pastiche of the old, 
but contemporary design/layout can be locally distinctive by 
reflecting elements of local character 

Agreed

David Wilson Homes Excessive detail in both matrices, an over complicated process Both matrices will be simplified though some degree of 
complexity will remain due to the very nature of some proposals

The approach will not help to speed matters up. There must 
be clear guidance as to what is required for different forms and 
scales of development

There is adequate guidance on the preparation of Design & 
Access Statements to which designers should be aware

The Design Code should not be a stand alone document but 
should be prepared and assessed against the wide range of 
supporting documentation that would have already been 
submitted

Agreed

Complicated and repetitive suite of questions that will cause 
confusion rather than provide clarity

The D & A (now masterplan) matrix has been simplified with 
4 – 7 questions per section. Duplication of questions has been 
removed and some questions have been combined

Gardner Stewart Architects Design Codes do not ensure that quality is produced Agreed but they can help to produce good design and quality of 
development

The need for flexibility needs to be ensured Agreed

The matrix reinforces the “tick box” process and planning by 
numbers

The weighting will be on the comments received on each 
section rather than the scoring. The scoring will only highlight 
areas that need improvement or revision

Summary of Comments  Organisation Response
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The assessment process has not been thought through –  
what total score is deemed as ‘passable’? 

As above

Different weighting of certain issues are project and site 
dependent

Agreed – the weighting will change according to the project and 
site

Over complex for a process that is intended to deliver Design 
Codes and assessment quickly

The matrices will help to bring about a level of consistency in 
assessment and will be a tool for discussions and negotiations

So many consultant reports are required for Planning 
Applications it should suffice to cross reference documents and 
information

Agreed provided that the documents are cross-referenced

Environment Agency Every opportunity should be taken to build water efficiency 
into new developments and innovative approaches should be 
encouraged

Agreed

Summary of Comments  Organisation Response
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West Northamptonshire 
Development Corporation  
Draft Manual for Design Guides
Workshop 2

Location  West Northamptonshire Development Corporation 
Offices

Time  10.00am to 5pm        
Date   27 June  2008

Organisers and Presenters
Eric Owens, WNDC       
Bernadette Owens, WNDC      
Adina Bisek, Alan Baxter and Associates LLP    
Angus Laurie,  Alan Baxter and Associates LLP 
Karl Cradick, Savills 
David Jobbins, Savills 

No Item Led By Time Duration

1 Meet at room for workshop; 
Registration & refreshments

All 10.00 30 mins

2 Introductions and purpose of 
second workshop

ABA/Savills 10.30 15 mins

3 The Characterisation of 
Northampton, Daventry  
& Towcester

ABA 10.45 45 mins

4 Questions ABA/Savills 11:30 15 mins

Tea/Coffee Break All 11.45 15 mins

5 The ’Pattern Book’ for 
Northampton, Daventry  
& Towcester

ABA 12.00 30 mins

6 Sustainability & Design Savills 12:30  15 mins

7 Questions ABA/Savills 12:45 15 mins

Lunch  All 13.00 45 mins

8 Discussion Groups ABA/Savills 13:45 30 mins

9 Issues arising from Discussion 
Groups

ABA/Savills 14:15 15 mins

10 Way forward & Conclusion All 14.30 30 mins

Workshop 2 Agenda
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West Northamptonshire 
Development Corporation  
Draft Manual for Design Guides
Workshop 3

Location  West Northamptonshire Development Corporation 
Offices

Time  2.30pm  to 5pm       
Date  28 January 2009

Organisers and Presenters
Eric Owens, WNDC       
Bernadette Owens, WNDC 
Adina Bisek, Alan Baxter and Associates LLP    
Lea Ayoub,  Alan Baxter and Associates LLP                 
David Jobbins, Savills 

No Item Time

1 Introductions/Welcome 2:30pm

2 Recap/briefing from previous 
workshop                             

2:40pm

3 Presentation 1 – Delivering a level of 
quality and certainty through design 
codes

Presentation 2 – Submission 
requirements for design codes 

2:45pm

4 Questions and Answers 3:30pm

Break for Tea & Coffee 3:50pm

5 Discussion 4:00pm

6 Issues arising from discussion 4:30pm

7 Recap of workshop  4:50pm

8 End 5:00pm

Workshop 3 Agenda
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West Northamptonshire 
Development Corporation
Summary of Workshop 
Feedback
Savills  January 2009

West Northamptonshire Design Workshop 
28/01/2009 – Feedback from Focus Groups

Group 1 
There was generally a good discussion of Section 3 of the Manual 
for Design Codes. Participants related it to their field of expertise. 

Usability and legibility of the Manual
• Comments about the size of the Manual were made and how 

practical it would be to use. Those comments were addressed by 
putting forward the flexibility of the Manual’s structure whereby 
only the sections needed could be extracted and used. For 
example, those interested in Northampton only could extract 
the characterisation for the town rather than the information in 
respect of Daventry or Towcester.

• The legibility of Section 3 also generated some discussion. 
Participants saw the benefits of separating the different elements 
(rationale and requirements) for greater clarity.

Management & Maintenance 
• Discussion then focused on the budget constraints for the 

management and maintenance of any development. 

• There was some concern over the palette of materials suggested 
as well as the appropriateness of the landscape strategy and 
plant species suggested/required by a design code. Participant 
suggested that the palette of materials and planting species 
should be limited and consulted upon in order to meet 

maintenance needs – especially in regards of the difficult relation 
with management companies. In this regard, a document on 
landscape (lessons learned, what is more appropriate locally) is 
currently being produced by the South Northamptonshire District 
Council Planning Policy Unit. 

Prioritising the requirements
• Given the current economic crisis, participants put emphasis on 

the need to prioritise the various requirements of WNDC and 
possibly to adapt the Manual accordingly. Elements that may 
be affected or reduced include the quality of materials as well as 
public art. 

Question of enforcement 
• The question of enforcement of the Manual of Design Codes was 

discussed. Given WNDC’s special status and lack of enforcement 
capabilities, participants stressed the benefits of all four local 
authorities of West Northamptonshire adopting the Manual for 
Design Codes, once the Board of WNDC approves it.

Other minor comments
• Home zones are existing streets. Review the use of the terms 

“Home Zones”. “Home zones principles” should be used in some 
places. 

• Review the standard submission requirement tables 

 # 3  1:200 of 1:500 
# 8  1:200 of 1:500 
Check items 4 to 7 & item 9  1:500

1:200

1:100

1:50

Group 2

Level of Control
• A fair amount of discussion at the workshop was given to the 

applied level of control. Concern was expressed that Design 
Codes will become heavy and demanding documents and will 
formulate another layer of tick box requirements. 

• It was considered that materials and the public realm are the two 
issues where it is most difficult to define the level of prescription. 

If the level of control is too strict, it can be restrictive. There 
needs to be a balance in the level of control which does not stifle 
creativity and yet guarantees quality.

• It was suggested that a level of control could be applied within 
materials, in terms of the building materials that are used on 
buildings that belong to key groups or play an important role 
within the development such as landmarks.

• To ensure this balance in the level of control, the production of a 
design code document must be a collaborative process. 

• It is considered that is a considerable level of detail information 
is provided within a design code; it should simplify and expedite 
subsequent reserved matters applications. In this regard the 
design code can work as a mode of reference both for the 
applicant and for the assessor (WNDC or a local authority) and 
thereby help to reduce time and effort, at later stages.  But for 
this to be successful, it is important that design codes are realistic, 
written with care and consideration for the eventual mode of 
delivery and implementation of the development, and not just 
as an aspirational document which presents a series of objectives 
that are not achievable.

Detail Comments on the Manual 
• It was suggested that ‘Character Areas’ should be brought down 

in the hierarchy/ structure of the design code document while the 
movement framework should be moved up.

• It was also suggested that a repetition of information between a 
design code document and a design and access statement should 
be avoided and these documents could be cross referenced. 

• WNDC would require developments that have a minimum of 500 
units to have a design code.  

• It was suggested that the section on a sustainability framework in 
the manual should be more visual and referenced to information 
that would already be provided within the Design and Access 
Statement. 

• Cycleway should be changed to cycle lane or route or track 
or network with ‘route’ being more preferable as it is more 
encompassing.

• The code document should have consistency in the usage of 
‘footpath’.
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• On page 24, the reference to cycle lanes should be replaced by 
the provision of a cycle network.

• If possible and where appropriate, reference to the provision of a 
cycle parking area (particularly for visitors) in front of properties 
should be made. 

• In terms of biodiversity, it is considered that the information 
regarding biodiversity and ecology would be front loaded 
and provided within the Design and Access Statement. But 
appropriate reference would need to be made within the Design 
Code document.

• In terms of reference to guidance, add Cycling England

Comments received following the workshop
Two responses have been received following the workshop held on 
28/01/2009 and are summarised below.

Northampton Borough Council – Tomomi Negoro on behalf of the 
LDF Team:

 “Concerns expressed over the lack of specific detail for West 
Northamptonshire and the expectation that the Manual will be 
exclusive to West Northants rather than repeating publications 
already available. These comments were made without the benefit of 
attending previous workshops in which the characterisation of West 
Northants was discussed in some detail and which will form part of 
the Manual.”
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West Northamptonshire 
Development Corporation 
Summary of Consultation 
Responses
WNDC October 2009

A further targeted consultation took place from 5th June 2009 for a 
period of six weeks with comments being sought no later than 17th 
July 2009. A press notice was also prepared and released to the local 
press.

The consultation targeted Local Authorities and Town/Parish 
Councils within West Northamptonshire. All Consultees received 
a letter notification of the consultation event setting out where 
the consultation information could be viewed, the dates of the 
consultation and how to make comments. A presentation to Town/
Parish Councils took place at the WNDC offices on the 17th June 
2009 and was attended by representatives from Daventry Town 
Council, Weedon Bec Parish Council, Welton Parish Council, and 
Brixworth Parish Council.

Formal responses were subsequently received from Weedon Bec 
Parish Council, The Towcester Partnership and Cllr Diana Dallyn 
(District Councillor for Towcester). Comments were also received 
from Creative Consultancy (consultant on behalf of North Northants 
Development Company) and the Homes and Communities Agency

Further presentations also took place in August and September at 
each of the the Local Authority offices (NBC; SNC; DDC).

Following the presentations, a formal response was received from 
NBC. No other responses were received.
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