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CƘŀƛǊΩǎ Report  
 

The work of WNDC in Northampton, Daventry and Towcester is pivotal 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƴƎ ǘŜǊƳ ǇǊƻǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ¦YΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ 
area. Over 60,000 new homes have been identified for West             
Northamptonshire between 2001 and 2026, and progress has been    
encouraging with over 15,000 new homes   delivered so far.  

 

Nationally, 2008/09 was a challenging year for the UK economy, with the 
housing and regeneration sector feeling the brunt of the overall         
slowdown. However, at a local level, WNDC has been well placed to 
maintain momentum, investing a total of £13.4m into infrastructure   
projects across the area and progressing planning applications for 
around 20,000 new homes, accompanied by major commercial            
development.          

 

This year new facilities have been unveiled, and changes to the local    
landscape starting to unfold, including new roads, such as the award   
winning Cross Valley Link Road as well as public realm improvements, 
youth and community facilities and business opportunities, such as the 
Portfolio Innovation Centre. 

New development has continued, including the new European              
Headquarters of Avon Cosmetics in Northampton town centre and the 
new Abbey Retail Centre in Daventry town centre.    

 

 Looking ahead, WNDC has secured a further £32 million of Government 
and European funding to invest in the area from 2009 to 2011. We will 
continue with our programme of work which will transform Northampton 
from a traditional market town into a dynamic city of 300,000 people. 
Land acquisition and masterplannning activities will progress as we seek to 
redevelop Castle Station and bring major mixed use development to the 
Waterside and wider Avon Nunn Mills area. Meanwhile, in Daventry and 
Towcester we are delivering an established vision for each town, helping 
Daventry to double in population and emerge as a national centre for 
green technologies and sustainable construction.      

 

нллуκлф Ƙŀǎ ǎŜŜƴ ǎƻƳŜ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ƻǳǊ ŀǊŜŀΦ LΩƳ     
confident that with the ambition, talent, and drive of our team it will en-
able us to achieve significant improvements in the area in the coming 
ȅŜŀǊǎΦ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ ōƻǘƘ ƻǳǊ .ƻŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀŦŦ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
past year.  
 

John Markham 

Chair 
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/ƘƛŜŦ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ  
нллуκлф ǿŀǎ ŀ ƪŜȅ ȅŜŀǊ ƛƴ ²b5/Ωǎ ŘǊƛǾŜ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ƴŜǿ ƘƻƳŜǎΣ ƴŜǿ Ƨƻōǎ 
and extra investment to  Northampton, Daventry and Towcester. 

It saw a number of achievements in terms of housing and commercial 
development, while infrastructure including transport and community 
facilities has also been delivered.    

 

Development Control   

Overall, it has been a positive period for the planning team, with our 

annual performance indicators showing that 2008/09 was our best year 

yet in terms of speed and efficiency. 

пл҈ ƻŦ ΨaŀƧƻǊΩ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ мо ǿŜŜƪǎΣ ŀƴ 
improvement of over 20%  compared to last year. 

ун҈ ƻŦ ΨaƛƴƻǊΩ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ у ǿŜŜƪǎΣ 
ŜȄŎŜŜŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ōȅ мт҈ 

ун҈ ƻŦ ΨhǘƘŜǊΩ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ у ǿŜŜƪǎΣ   
ŜȄŎŜŜŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ōȅ н҈ 

WNDC provided outline planning approval for around 1,500 new homes 

in 2008/09 as well as 36,000 sq m of commercial floor space. Significant 

planning approvals included:   

Princess Marina Hospital: this development will deliver 550 new 
homes and provide developer contributions of nearly £9m to   
local and strategic infrastructure. It was the first deal to be     
ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƭƛƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ²b5/Ωǎ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘƛǎŜŘ ŎƘŀǊƎƛƴƎ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦ 

Northampton school sites: a process which saw us work closely 
with the owners Northamptonshire County Council, while        
consulting with the local community. 857 new homes were given 
approval, accompanied by a Section 106 contribution of £6.2   
million towards local and strategic infrastructure. 

 

aŀƴȅ ƳƻǊŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƳŀŘŜ ŀǘ ²b5/Ωǎ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜǎ 

and will be granted full permission once legal agreements are signed. 

This includes:  

Upton Lodge: potential for a new community of over 1,700 new 
homes, as well new employment space, and community facilities.   

Grange Park: an application for around 450 new homes, together 
with commercial development that could provide around 700 new 
jobs.     

Royal Mail: a major new sorting office at Swan Valley in         
Northampton, with the potential to provide up to 1,000 new jobs.     
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GENERAL INFORMATION 

BOARD MEMBERS 

      John Markham (Chair) (From 1 December 2008) 

      Keith Barwell (Chair) (to 27 June 2008) 

      John Weir (Deputy Chair) (Interim Chair from 28 June 2008 to      

      November 2008) 

      John Farrow 

      Mary Burrows 

      David Dickinson 

      Ann Tate 

      Nick Thompson 

      Lee Barron 

      Cllr Ben Smith 

      Cllr Chris Millar 

      Cllr Sandra Barnes 

      Cllr Tony Woods 

      Cllr Richard Church 

 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS 

 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER   Mike Hayes (to 9 September 2008) 

DEPUTY CHIEF EXECUTIVE   Roger Mendonca (Interim CEO from 10 September 2008) 

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR Stephen Kelly 

DIRECTOR OF INFRASTRUCTURE DELIVERY Harj Dhaliwal 

ACCOUNTING OFFICER    Mike Hayes (to 9 September 2008) 

      Roger Mendonca (from 10 September 2008) 

EXTERNAL AUDITOR    Comptroller and Auditor General 



Page 7 
WNDC Annual Report and Accounts for the year ended  31 March 2009 

 

²b5/Ωǎ .ƻŀǊŘ ƛǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǳǇ ƻŦ мо ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀƛǊ ŀƴŘ     
Deputy Chair. Six members were nominated by local authorities, the 
other seven members including the Chair and Deputy Chair, were      
selected in open competition. All thirteen members were selected on 
merit by the Secretary of State in accordance with the rules for          
Ministerial appointments set out by the Office of the Commissioner for 
Public Appointments (OCPA).  

 

The Chair was appointed on 1st December 2008, the remainder of the 
Board were appointed on 15 March 2005 for two and three year terms. 
In March 2007, six members previously appointed for a two year term 
all had their contracts extended for a further three years by the          
Secretary of State. 

 

In March 2008 two Board members, Cllrs Phil Larratt and Arthur 
aŎ/ǳǘŎƘŜƻƴΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘǎ ŜƴŘŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘ ōȅ /ƭƭǊ ¢ƻƴȅ ²ƻƻŘǎ 
and Cllr Richard Church nominees from Northampton Borough    Council 
and Northamptonshire County Council respectively.  The remaining four 
Board Members on three year contracts were reappointed for a second 
and final term. Board member biographies are   available on the WNDC 
website, www.wndc.org.uk ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ψ!ōƻǳǘ ¦ǎκ.ƻŀǊŘ aŜƳōŜǊǎΩ       
section. 

 

¢ƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ /ƘŀƛǊΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘ ŜƴŘŜŘ ƻƴ нт WǳƴŜ нллу ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇǳǘȅ 
Chair, John Weir was confirmed by CLG as Interim Chair from 28 June 
2008 until 1st December 2008 when the new Chair John Markham (OBE) 
was  appointed for a three year term. 

 

Board members are collectively responsible for the conduct of all       
business undertaken by WNDC. In   addition to the statutory powers and 
duties of WNDC, members have both fiduciary duties and general duties 
ƻŦ ǎƪƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘΩǎ 
strategic direction and policies, and for ensuring that WNDC is properly 
and effectively managed. In particular, members are  responsible for the 
stewardship of the public funds entrusted to the Board. 

 

Register of Declarable Interests 

 

The Register of Declarable Interests for the Board Members of WNDC is 
available on the WNDC website, www.wndc.org.uk ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ψ!ōƻǳǘ ¦ǎκ
.ƻŀǊŘ aŜƳōŜǊǎΩ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ 

WNDC Annual Report and Accounts for the year ended  31 March 2009 
Page 4 

The Board 

http://www.wndc.org.uk
http://www.wndc.org.uk

